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Introduction
This study guide should be used in combination with the text: Engaging Imagination in Ecological Education:
Practical Strategies For Teaching (Judson, 2015, UBC Press).
http://www.pacificedpress.educ.ubc.ca/engaging-imagination-in-ecological-education-practical-strategiesfor-teachers/

Aims: The aim of this guide is to deepen your understanding of the philosophical underpinnings and practical
dimensions of the IEE approach. We hope to guide you in fully employing the IEE approach in your teaching.
To this end, it has been designed to be useful to a wide range of possible users and so includes a diversity of
learning activities and suggestions for implementation. For example, some of the proposed activities are
theoretically oriented and point to the ideas underlying this approach to teaching, while others are practically
oriented and emphasize how the ideas can be used to shape and implement teaching activities. Some users
may wish to focus on their individual practice, while others may be interested on how to introduce IEE more
broadly. Some sections deal more with organizing support for learning about IEE and/or getting support
within your school for trying this approach. We encourage you to choose your own adventure! We trust you
will adapt activities to suit your needs (e.g. where written responses are suggested you might instead use the
questions as a focal point for reading and/or a basis for discussion with colleagues; if you are a part of a team
which includes your administration, you need not read about how to gain collegial and/or administrative
support ); focus on those activities that are most engaging and useful for your teaching context and for your
learning.
Suggestion: We suggest you have some kind of journal dedicated to your study of IEE—somewhere you can
make note of key concepts, and record your ongoing questions, thoughts, ideas or insights. This journal can
also be where you write answers to program questions and complete different planning activities.

Additional Support: Members of the IEE research network are available to provide additional support to
users of the guide in the form of skype/facetime contact (e.g. we can “join” your learning team for Q&A
sessions or make short presentations on specific topics) or email (e.g. answering specific questions, reviewing
and providing feedback on your IEE lessons/units). Please contact Gillian to discuss fees for this service:
gcj@sfu.ca

A word on implementation: Implementation of any educational program is a process, not a single event.
Like any innovation, IEE will be most successfully implemented and sustained if certain steps and proven
practices are followed. With this in mind, we have organized this guide into five sections, each
corresponding with a stage in a process that can support deep understanding and reformation of practice
(Fixsen, et al., 2005). These stages are:

Exploration
Installation
Initial Implementation
Full Implementation
Sustainability
Of course, we do not believe that changing one’s practice is anywhere as neat, tidy, or predictable as this set
of steps suggests. Rather, we acknowledge the multi-faceted nature of the process and, ultimately, the
importance of our reader’s beliefs, values, and understanding of the educational approach for successful
implementation.
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