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A word from Dr. Egan 

 

Gillian Judson, the new editor of the IERG NEWS, has asked me for a few introductory words 

about what the IERG is currently doing around the world. Tempting to say I have now done the 

job, but I think she has something more in mind. One way to give some sense of what the IERG 

is up to may be hinted at by skimming through my IERG related emails this week. From the 

newsletter editor, copies of the new Program Guides and learning kits we are producing for our 

Imaginative Literacy Program (ILP) and her Imaginative Ecological Education  (IEE) Program; a 

draft proposal from one of our associate directors from Greece concerning using the Learning 

in Depth (LiD) program in science education; a proposal from another colleague for using IE in 

teaching mathematics to grade 6 students; a contract for a book on Whole School Projects (see 

below); information on Gillian Judson’s book contract for a teacher's guide to Imaginative 

Ecological Education; an agenda from two of our Chilean colleagues for a videoconference 

meeting concerning promoting IE in South America; requests for post-doctoral fellowships with 

the IERG, one from India and one from China; a colleague submitting additions to our 

Imaginative History Teaching program website ( http://ierg-history.net ); a note from a presenter 

at our 2013 summer conference about the uses of humour in education and how we might 

collaborate with a project he is developing; a U.S. colleague who is interested in how IE and our 

other programs might contribute to out-of-school learning; a colleague in Egypt who has been 

teaching workshops in IE and wants to develop the program in the Arab world, and, by a lovely 

coincidence, a Saudi Arabian student who is eager to translate some of our materials into 

Arabic for distribution in the region; a response to our new brochure seeking funding for an IE 

school from one of the main promoters of this initiative; an email from a Slovenian student who 

wishes to set up, with a colleague in Ljubljana, IE initiatives in that country; an invitation to speak 

in Lithuania at a launch ceremony for the publication of the Lithuanian translation of “Learning 

in Depth: A simple innovation that can transform schooling”; a Swiss professor of physics who is 

working with Italian colleagues promoting IE approaches to teaching science; and, always a 

small thrill, a copy of the cover of the new Japanese translation of The Educated Mind, which is 

the 10th. translation, after Spanish, Portuguese, Hebrew, Russian, Danish, Swedish, Italian, Greek, 

Turkish —well, you can see why I get no work done. But I hope you can also see something of 

the energy and interest that IE is stimulating among educators in many countries.  I look forward 

to my upcoming (2014) trips to Slovenia, Lithuania, England, Israel, and New Zealand to meet 

with IERG colleagues. 

 

If you have ever wondered just how far 

reaching the IERG network is or where 

its members are located, Joeri Cant—

our super-efficient web designer and 

conference coordinator—has done 

the research and offers the following 

approximations:  
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What is your teaching assignment like? 

 
I have the pleasure of teaching Grades 2-5 at James Park Elementary School in Port Coquitlam, 

B.C. This age range is a bit outside of what you may typically find in an elementary school 

classroom.  This class composition has partly to do with my classroom being a Montessori 

classroom and partly to do with addressing some of the emotional and intellectual needs of our 

community. Some of us think that a K-5 classroom might be a reality one day.  Welcome back 

one room schoolhouse! 

 

How would your characterize what is like being an imaginative educator? 

 
“I believe!".  This slogan more than any other encompasses my awakening with IE.  We say this 

in my class all the time.  I believe in myself.  I believe in my abilities and more so I believe in my 

beliefs.  I was once a teacher with a strong belief system and now I am an IE teacher with a 

strong belief system.  Now that I can filter curriculum, resources, and conversation through the 

lens of IE I am better at knowing where I am, where I am going and what TOOLS I will need along 

the way. Many teachers do not truly have pedagogy, a belief system, and therefore struggle to 

find an identity in the classroom.   

 

How has your IE approach to teaching changed your students' learning 

experiences? 

 

I think that the “F”-word needs to be in teaching and learning.  Fun is an emotional connection 

to something, it embodies heart and soul, imparts transcendence of curriculum, transcendence 

of student/teacher.  That is where I am at now and my students are too—learning is fun.  I look 

at them like canaries existing—if I’m not careful—in a possible coalmine of boredom. Once a 

few start to die it is time to get out of whatever funk we are in.  Engaging curriculum emotionally 

and through the imagination decreases inappropriate behaviour. Emotional engagement is a 

powerful drug and the kids want more, demand more and get me hooked on it too. 

 

Do you have an anecdote or favourite lesson you could share? 

 

I have met too many wonderful IE educators to name here but one I have had the pleasure to 

work with is Jonathan Sclater.  Two years ago Jonathan created an island in his room and I 

created Captain Cook’s Endeavor in mine.  We decided to truly have a clash of civilizations 

between our worlds full of huge intellectual dilemmas of us vs. them, white man’s burden, and 

aspects of colonization.  One day, we walked the three kilometers to Jonathon’s class in our 

sailor uniforms carrying the British Flag and a large cross.  Did I mention we did this in the pouring 

rain with my kids screaming, “Get the savages!”!?  We left Jonathan’s class with his island “God” 

and a gift of our flag, cross and a portioned piece of their island as reminders of our visit. We 

sent them pictures of their island god learning table manners and Latin! The anger and confusion 

that arose from this experience is still remembered by those students and attests to the power 

of imagination and emotional engagement in learning.  Wow—it still sends goose bumps down 

my back to this day. 
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What milestones have shaped your educational interests? 

 

 

If I should point to one historical piece of work that has made a direct impact on my 

interest in imaginative educational research, as well as how I reflect on my own years 

of teaching, it must be the 1893 Turner Frontier Thesis and its successive debate of 

democracy’s ambitions and realities. I learned about Turner’s paper in my US history 

class in high school as a teenager. Being a young European visitor on the US prairie I was 

amazed how much classroom passion and conflicting ideology could be involved in 

discussing processes behind cartography  … 
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The number of schools beginning the Learning in Depth (LiD) program continues to 

increase.  
 

Apart from those with which members of the LiD team have been in contact, such as the recent 

adoption by the large and energetic French language École Victor-Brodeur, Victoria. B.C., we 

discover serendipitously about many others. One we learned about in the last few days via a 

Christmas card, is at Shannon Lake Elementary School in West Kelowna. Another we discovered 

when a student at the beginning ceremony at Harrison Hot Springs Elementary school said he 

had been in a LiD program in the school he had just moved from in Agasiz, B.C. And yet another 

appeared on our LiD Facebook page: LiD Facebook page. 

 

Michelle Garrison in Springfield, Missouri wrote: 

“One parent at parent/teacher conference said that her child (who had the topic of "Bees") 

now wants to be a beekeeper when he grows up. Not only this, but several students asked to 

specifically work on researching their LiD topics in their free time today. My student with oceans 

found it fascinating that there were both warm and cold ocean currents. Just this week, two 

students added to our class discussion within our normal curriculum by sharing specific 

information they'd learned within their LiD topics.” 

 

Name: Jack Stinger 

School: Corbett Charter School 

Topic: The Moon 

 

Amazing fact: The moon is 6,783 miles in diameter. It would take 113 hours going 60 mph to drive around the moon. 

Something others don't know: The moon is 238,855 miles away from the earth. Also, everything would weigh six times less on 

the moon. 

Jack's thoughts on LiD: I love LiD because it is a time to study all things and everything about your specific topic, and to 

make posters and do projects. 

Jack’s joke:  What did Jupiter say to Saturn? Can I borrow a ring? I'm getting married! 

CONNECT TO 

       Learning in Depth 
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Since sending our November IERG News, our ProD Organizing committee has had a chance to 

evaluate this year’s teachers’ conference at James Park Elementary in Port Coquitlam.   Based 

on the feedback we received from participants, we are happy to report an overwhelmingly 

positive assessment of the day.  

 

Some of the highlights we received from our participant evaluations: 

 

“Thank you, thank you, thank you.” - “You are inspiring, can’t wait what you do next.” 

 

“Awesome! So engaged.” - “Fantastic workshop!” - “A wonderful approach in learning about 

science.” 

Imaginative Literacy Program 

Our new Imaginative Literacy Program is 

already getting serious attention.  Read, 

for example, a recent announcement 

about the program from the B.C. Ministry 

of Education on their “Changing Results 

for Young Readers” website. Within a 

short time it had received +400 “thumbs 

up”. Why not add to the thumbs up and 

“like” this page and draw to the 

attention of your local literacy groups—

school, administrative, or ministry—our ILP 

site and program. 

Whole School Projects 

Kieran Egan has signed a contract with 

Teachers College Press for publication of 

“Whole School Projects: Invigorating learning 

and building community.” On the next page 

you can see David Futter’s account of setting 

up a WSP-inspired project. The idea is, like the 

LiD program, simple in concept but dramatic in 

its effects on education. As its name suggests, 

this project involves whole schools in study of 

some topic over a three-year period. You can 

read about the program on its website, and see 

a few examples of schools currently underway 

with WSPs. 

   

IERG ProD 2013 
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Two NEW resources for IEE  
 

IEE cognitive tools                       Read more… 

 

Tips For Taking Kids Outside       Read more… 
(By Anne Chodakowski) 

 

 

 

AWARD for Michael Derby 
 

Congratulations to Michael Derby (MA graduate, PhD candidate, IERG researcher, consultant 

and teacher) who was recently flown down to Melbourne, Australia, to receive a prestigious 

PESA (Philosophy of Education Society of Australasia) scholarship and give a paper: Reading 

and Being Read: An Ecopoetic Approach to Education. 

 

 

NEW WSP project 
 

  
 

Under the guidance of one of our MEd graduates, and teacher at the school, David Futter, 

Grade 6 & 7 students at Rockheights Middle School in Victoria, B.C. are embarking on a variation 

of a Whole School Project (www.ierg.net/wsp).  Called “The Cairn Park Project” students are 

engaging in a multi-disciplinary investigation of a local park located adjacent to the school in 

the High Rock Neighbourhood of Esquimalt.  What is special about Cairn park is that it is a Garry 

Oak preserve. There are unique species within the park and it is part of a series of preserves 

within the Capital Region. 

 

READ MORE … 
 

 

 

NIET 
 

Network of Imaginative 

Education Teachers 
 

Next meeting February 2014. 
 

Meet some of our NIET teachers at 

Teacher Voices, where teachers 

using IE in their classrooms share their 

insights. 

http://www.ierg.net/iee/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/IEE-Cog-Tools-Cheat-Sheet-copy-1.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/iee/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/IEE-Cog-Tools-Cheat-Sheet-copy-1.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/iee/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Taking-Kids-Outside-Tips-Anne.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/iee/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Taking-Kids-Outside-Tips-Anne.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/wsp/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/WSP-Rockheights-Victoria.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/wsp/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/WSP-Rockheights-Victoria.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our 9th. International Conference on Imagination and Education. 

 

This year our general theme is about the centrality of the imagination in learning. We call it the 

"great workhorse" of learning, implying, of course, that it is too little recognized and too little 

used. Educational authorities spend fortunes on trying to improve educational achievement 

while ignoring one of the great powerhouses for engaging students, increasing performance by 

any measures, expanding knowledge, and deepening understanding. The conference is 

dedicated to showing how proper attention to the imaginations of students and teachers can 

greatly improve education. 

 

Not only will you have the opportunity to be part of the IERG 9th International Conference on 

Imagination and Education, you'll be able to do so in one of the world's "most beautiful and 

livable cities". 

 

With a vast multicultural population, endless activities, and excellent infrastructure, Vancouver 

is welcoming to all, everything is within reach. The Vancouver International Airport has 

consistently been rated as a top North American airport providing easy access from all over the 

world. Exceptional public transportation is overshadowed slightly by the convenience of 

Vancouver as a great walking city - clean, green, safe, and easily accessible! 

 

Please join us in Vancouver to celebrate imaginative education and help increase 

understanding of the imagination and its vital educational roles. 
 

 

Imagination 

The great workhorse of learning 

 

Wednesday, July 2nd - Friday, July 4th, 2014 

Harbour Centre, Simon Fraser University 

Vancouver, Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ierg.net/conferences/call-for-papers-2014/


 

Check out this LESSON UNIT 

Unit designed by Debbie Stapleton (King Traditional Elementary, Abbotsford, B.C.) 

Evoking wonder in the Textiles classroom 

Unit:  From Sheep to Shawl: Romantic Engagement 

From Sheep to Shawl: Exploring Fiber 

We live in a world that is rich in fiber and textiles. It is the very thing that fills our world with 

beauty and function. If we pause and look around us, we will be amazed to see how 

prevalent fiber is in our world and how cold and uncomfortable our environments would 

be without it. Remove fiber, and we are left with rock, concrete, plastic, glass and skins. 

Through this unit, we will explore the world of fiber and its importance in our lives. 

 

1. Identifying “heroic” qualities 

Main heroic quality (and the images that evoke this quality): 

Beauty: a woven tapestry – each fiber, from mud browns to vibrant reds, adding 

to its beauty 

Functionality: baskets (storage); cozy blanket (warmth); hats (fashion); fishnet 

(industry); upholstery (comfort); insulation (soundproofing) 

Alternative(s):  

Comfort: a warm, fuzzy blanket; a soft, overstuffed couch; squishy carpet 

Versatility: a picture of a family (sitting in their living space) filled with fiber-related 

items (upholstery, carpet, baskets, curtains, clothing, dog collar, books, 

newspaper, wooden blinds, placemats, table runners, wooden table and chairs, 

flooring etc.) 

Creativity: images of the expected (scarf, sweater) to the unexpected ("yarn 

bombing") 

 

 

Want to see the entire lesson unit? 

READ MORE … 
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Smile (Groan) 

 

Academic writers’ nightmares:  

  

--“I love deadlines. I like the whooshing sound they make as they fly by.” Douglas 

Adams.  

 

--“Your manuscript is both good and original; but the part that is good is not 

original, and the part that is original is not good.” Samuel Johnson. 
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       The Imaginative Education Research Group 

Faculty of Education 

Simon Fraser University 

8888 University Drive 

Burnaby (BC) V5A 1S6 

Canada  

IE International 

IE in Chile 

In December we submitted a proposal jointly with our colleagues in the Cultural Net, Chile, to 

the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, for a significant expansion 

of IE and LiD programs in South America. Any of our associates in Spanish speaking countries 

would be welcome to join in these projects, so please contact us, if you would like to be 

involved.  

IE in Egypt 

We have been in touch with Dr. Asmaa El-Hegawy of Ain Shams University in Egypt. He has 

been teaching about and giving workshops about IE, and wishes to expand his efforts on 

behalf of IE throughout the Arab world. By coincidence, one of our new M.Ed. cohort 

members, Ms. Nasibah Daghistani, from Saudi Arabia, is eager to translate the Brief Guide to 

IE, as well as other materials, into Arabic to enable the spread of IE ideas and practices 

throughout the region. 
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