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Three major programs launched 

In response to teachers and academics involved in particular curriculum areas, we 

have created three new programs. One focuses on teaching literacy and the other 

on teaching science. If these are topics that interest you, look at their new websites 

and join us in helping these programs have a real influence on teaching. 

 

Imaginative Science Teaching program 

A group of researchers has been the main mover of this 

new program aimed at showing how using IE ideas and 

practices can make science teaching more effective. We 

are currently developing a website for the program 

(www.ierg.net/istp). The founding group includes Shawn 

Bullock (SFU), Giannis Hadzigeorgiou (University of the 

Aegean, Rhodes), Ann Childs and colleagues (Oxford), 

and Patricia Manzón, (University of Buenos Aires and 

National Technical University, Argentina). This website 

describes and gives multiple examples of a new approach to teaching science. Using these 

methods for engaging imaginations can make teaching and learning, and developing scientific 

understanding, more interesting, engaging, and pleasurable for all. Please forward the url to any 

science teachers or science education researchers you know. 

Imaginative History Teaching program 

The main mover for this program has been teachers of history who have 

been using IE ideas and practices in their work, and the intervention of Kate 

Ireland who is currently doing a Ph.D. at the University of New Brunswick. 

Kate visited SFU, and the Centre for Historical Consciousness at UBC, and 

discussions with her stimulated the program. A website is in development 

(www.ierg-history.net). Please visit and send suggestions for its elaboration 

and improvement. Also please send the url to any history teachers or 

researchers in history education you might know. 

Imaginative Literacy Program 

One of our new programs concerned specifically with applying IE ideas to 

teaching literacy is developing quickly. 

Visit the website at: http://www.ierg.net/ilp/. We would value any 

suggestions for improvement. Can you think of further resource materials 

that might help teachers implement the program, or better ways to 

indicate the uniqueness of this approach to engaging students in learning 

to read and write, or more, or fewer, examples? On the website you can 

download for free the new Brief Guide. Please forward the Guide to 

anyone you know who has an interest in a new and effective approach to 

teaching literacy.  

http://www.ierg.net/istp
www.ierg-history.net
http://www.ierg.net/ilp/


Spotlight on an IE Educator:  Christa Rawlings 

 
What is your teaching assignment like? 

 
I teach grades 6 and 7 (10-13 year olds) at KB Woodward 

Elementary in Surrey.  I teach it ALL (except French).  I am 

also introducing LiD to 4 teachers in my school with students from Grades 1-5. 

 

How would your characterize what is like being an imaginative educator? 

 
At first I thought it would be a lot of work to teach using these tools but what I have found is that 

I am more engaged in the lessons as well.  The students and I are more of a learning team.  I still 

use textbooks for reference and as a resource for students but for the most part the narrative 

drives my lessons.  I do not find is as difficult to adapt lessons for students who are severely 

learning disabled.  I am confident with the knowledge that all of my students can learn any 

topic.  Still, I know the tools that engage them will be a bit different.  For example, one of my 

students who is learning disabled, employs tools of Mythic understanding (oral language) rather 

than Romantic understanding (written language) to study Extreme Environments. I am very 

excited this year because some of my students are asking questions about the Philosophic tools 

and what they mean for them personally.  IE is becoming the language of my classroom.  We 

are calmer and more driven in our work and research.   

 

How has your IE approach to teaching changed your students' learning 

experiences? 

 
I get the impression that my students enjoy being my research guinea pigs.  They talk about the 

tools and how to use them.  They are more and more comfortable including cognitive tools in 

their projects and assignments and they can pick out tools more easily in presentations by 

others.   

 

Do you have an anecdote or favourite lesson you could share? 

Last year I taught a 6/7 classroom as well.  We were studying electricity.  I had been sent an 

Electricity Kit by BC Hydro and decided to try it out with the students.  The lessons were very 

traditional and we managed our way through it.  As usual we started an impromptu class 

discussion on what we know about electricity.  One of my grade 6 students asked, "Well, Who 

discovered electricity?" Someone else piped up something about Ben Franklin and the kite and 

then the discussion turned to whether or not old Ben was trying to discovering electricity or 

not.  Someone else asked, who came up with the word electricity, someone else chimed in "If 

you're going to ask that question we need to find out who invented words in the first place." A 

hush fell over the class.  I was so excited!  They were really thinking; they were engaged. These 

weren't the same kids who answer all the questions in class.  This was genuine deep thinking 

about the Narrative.  I will never forget it. 

 

 

CONNECT TO 

        Christa Rawlings 

mailto:rawlings_c@surreyschools.ca


Introducing a new IERG Director: Dr. Shawn Bullock  

What milestones have shaped your educational interests? 

My undergraduate degree was in physics at the 

University of Waterloo. I was involved in the “co-op” 

program, which meant that I alternated between 

attending courses on campus for four months and completing a 

paid work term for four months throughout my undergraduate 

degree. This dynamic interplay of on-campus and off-campus 

learning had an important impact on how I think about 

education. I now realize that I was confronted with the 

challenge of learning from two very different types of school 

experiences: the typical mixture of learning from lectures, labs, 

and rigorous problem sets in physics courses and the more 

atypical challenge of learning how to learn from experiences 

“on the job,” where problems tend to be more ill-structured. In 

addition, I was part of an innovative pilot program between Queen’s University and the 

University of Waterloo that caused me to pause my B.Sc. at the mid-way point to complete my 

B.Ed. in eight months. The most significant feature of the program was that I started my teacher 

education program in a host school, and stayed there for four months, before completing my 

courses at Queen’s and then returning to Waterloo for the balance of my B.Sc. I will never forget 

those four months in the classroom and the importance of exploring those experiences with my 

peers and professors in the second half of the program. Professor Tom Russell was particularly 

effective at helping me to learn how to learn from my experiences as a new science teacher 

and, most importantly, how I might teach my students how to learn from experience. We began 

speaking regularly in person and via email, and this continued even after I completed my B.Ed. 

We developed a close relationship that continued into my graduate degrees and to this day. 

I suppose my experiences as a co-op student primed me to develop an “explore first, explain 

later” approach to teaching science as a new teacher. Later, in graduate school, I was taken 

by Donald’s Schön’s (1983, 1987) epistemology of professional knowledge, which argues in part 

that professional knowledge is tacit, largely unexamined, and shaped by problems 

encountered in practice. Schön argues that there is an element of professional knowledge that, 

like jazz music, relies on improvisation and an ability to react in what he called the “action-

present.” Schön’s work continues to inform my scholarship. Most recently, I returned to school 

for a year post-PhD to pursue a lifetime interest in the history and philosophy of science and 

technology. Although I knew that I would enjoy the intellectual stimulation that the program 

was likely to provide, I was quite unprepared for the profound impact it would have on my 

scholarship. I am currently engaged in projects grounded in both the history and philosophy of 

physics.  

  

READ MORE … 

CONNECT TO 

       Dr. Shawn Bullock 

http://ierg.net/news-items/introducing-a-new-ierg-member-dr-shawn-bullock
mailto:sbullock@sfu.ca
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October Provincial Professional Development Day Conference: “Innovative 

Educational Practices—Imagination At Work” 

Thank you to the Coquitlam School District and the staff of James Park Elementary 

School in Port Coquitlam, B.C. for hosting this year’s IE conference for teachers.  We had 

an enthusiastic group of participants for a shared keynote by Dr. Mark Fettes, Michael 

Derby and Laura Piersol on ways to practice more imaginative ecological education. 

We then were pleased to offer a variety of short sessions and longer workshops in which 

imaginative educators demonstrated how imagination improves learning and 

maintains student engagement.  We finished the day with roundtable discussions.  A 

great success! 

 

 

Hi, my name is Madeline Caunce-Nichols 

and I go to Erma Stephenson Elementary in 

Surrey. 

 

My topic is insects, and what I think is 

amazing about them is there are so many. 

There are about 170 million insects per 

person on earth. And if you weighed just the 

termites in Africa, together they would 

weigh more than all of the Elephants in 

Africa! 

Madeline Caunce-Nichols 

Grade 2, Erma Stephenson School 

Surrey, B.C 

 

CONNECT TO 

       Learning in Depth 

http://www.ierg.net/LiD/
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IE International 

IE in Chile 

A Spanish speaking centre for IE has been created at 

Gabriela Mistral University in Santiago, Chile. Working 

closely with the IERG, a team of professors, educators 

and administrators from the Cultural Net and from UGM is undergoing extensive 

professional development in order to gain the knowledge and skills required to research, 

disseminate, and support implementation of the Imaginative Education Research 

Group ideas in Chile and other Spanish American countries.  A Masters of Education 

program in Imaginative Education with a cohort of 25 students has begun in Chile in 

support this aim.  In August, Dr. Gillian Judson travelled to Santiago to teach the first 

course in the Imaginative Education Masters program at Gabriel Mistral University.  The 

students engaged in multiple activities to deepen their theoretical and practical 

understanding of IE.  In this photograph students are engaged in a seminar on the 

nature of Mythic understanding.  In two teams they battled to win the approval of the 

great Zeus by proving that air exists.  How better to prove we are immersed in wonder-

full air than to evoke its magical qualities through bubbles, balloons, and music? 

 

 

 

NIET 

The Network of Imaginative Education Teachers 

had their fall meeting in October.  Pre-service 

and practicing teachers, graduate students of 

IE (current and alumni), as well as faculty 

members were in attendance.  As always, the 

group collaborated on some imaginative 

planning.  Topic of the meeting:  teaching the 

“order of operations” in mathematics to 

students in Grade ***.  If you would like to learn 

more about NIET please visit the website (here 

you can access “Teacher Voices”) or contact 

the coordinator of NIET:  Christa Rawlings 

Joke 

What did the 0 (zero) say to the 8?    

Nice belt! 

(We like this joke.  You might think it is 

dreadful.  We welcome your jokes for 

future editions of this newsletter) 

Please send them to Gillian Judson   

 

   

http://www.ugm.cl/instituto/instituto-de-educacion-imaginativa/giei/
mailto:rawlings_c@surreyschools.ca
mailto:gcj@sfu.ca


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Programs & Publications 

A Brief Guide to Imaginative Ecological Education 

To learn more about our Imaginative Ecological Education program visit our website 

www.ierg.net/iee.  From here you can download our “Brief Guide” to Imaginative 

Ecological Education. 

A Brief Guide to Implementing the Learning in Depth (LiD) Program 

If you want to learn about LiD please visit:  www.ierg.net/LiD.  We have recently 

developed a guide to implementing LiD that outlines what individual teachers, small 

groups of teachers, whole school staffs, and parents of home-schooled children can 

do to learn about and successfully implement this program.  Click here to download 

this new resource. 

A Brief Guide to Science Teaching 

This is available on the Imaginative Science Teaching program (IST) website. You can 

download it from the Home page of the site: http://www.ierg-science.net.  

 

 

CONTENT: Gillian Judson 

DESIGN: Joeri Cant 

IE in Taiwan 

 
 
 

Dr. Kieran Egan lecturing to participants in the 

Futures Imagination project, organized by Sun Yat 

Sen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Three days of 

lectures and workshops introduced the participants 

to the contribution IE can make to their program, 

and the sessions concluded with discussion about 

future cooperation between IE and the next phase 

of the project. 

 

CONNECT TO 

       The Imaginative Education Research Group 

Faculty of Education 

Simon Fraser University 

8888 University Drive 

Burnaby (BC) V5A 1S6 

Canada  

IERG INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

2014 MORE INFO SOON 

 

 

http://www.ierg.net/iee
http://www.ierg.net/iee/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/IEEBooklet.pdf
http://www.ierg.net/LiD
http://www.ierg.net/LiD/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/LiD-Implementation-GuideJune2013.pdf
http://www.ierg-science.net/
mailto:ierg-ed@sfu.ca

